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This fotonovela follows Mark, a sanitation worker in MacArthur Park whose typical workday includes 
cleaning public restrooms, checking lake water quality, and collecting trash and litter across various park 
spaces. By following Mark through his daily routine, the reader gains a window into the extant park 
spaces and sanitation infrastructure of MacArthur Park: bathrooms, trash cans, and resources from the 
lake. In addition to providing a lens on various physical spaces within the park, Mark also asserts his own 
agency upon the landscape. Through spoken remarks, embodied thoughts, and body language, Mark’s 
character expresses a view of MacArthur Park as an unsanitary, unclean place. Expanding from Mary 
Douglas’s theory of “dirt as matter out of place”, one understands these critiques as interwined with moral 
judgement levied against park users, including marginalized groups like unhoused persons, immigrants, 
low income community members, and sex workers.

As Mark moves through MacArthur’s physical space, however, his encounters with park patrons expose 
counter-narratives that complicate the dominant discourse on MacArthur Park as a site of �lth. Walking 
along a row of park benches Mark passes Tiranny, an unhoused person who proclaims the lake to be a 
space of rejuvenation and health. While passing by the lake Mark encounters Lane, a �sherman who 
frequents the park to catch �sh for his daily lunch. Elements of magical realism further augment and 
satirize the hysterical ‘park as site of �lth’ narrative. To Mark’s horror, just-emptied trash cans suddenly 
groan under the weight of garbage over�ow. A pile of needles tumbles out of a bathroom stall, eliciting 
his shock and disgust. Then again, the fantasy only stretches so far: Mark’s encounter with a �oating 
dismembered �sh reminds the reader of unaddressed sanitation issues in MacArthur Park that require no 
embellishment.

Ultimately, the interplay of uncensored reality and altered image exposes the dynamic and sometimes 
radically con�icting views of the park: MacArthur as a site of �lth and MacArthur as a site of community. 
These realities coexist and endure in the imaginations and narratives of park users and workers. Their 
collision within the pages of the fotonovela prompts an interrogation of “sanitation” as a subjective 
construct. By exposing various diverging narratives on cleanliness and sanitation in MacArthur Park, the 
fotonovela problematizes a singular conception of sanitation and allows the reader to reenvision the park 
as a space of community, while also contemplating future utilities improvements.

All personal statements (in green), media headlines (in red), and o�cial records (in yellow) are direct 
quotes gathered during research and �eldwork. 
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ON DRUGS AND PROSTITUTION1:00 PM

MacArthur Park has two 
permanent restroom buildings.

“BIG SERG” SAYS WATER IS 
DIRTY BUT FISHES ANYWAY

MORE!?!?
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On May 25, 2019, city officials 
and volunteers cleaned up 
MacArthur Park for National 
Public Works Week.

Why Parks & Rec are Essential Public Services  
-Parks are the places that people go to get healthy 
and stay fit.
-Parks and recreation programs and services 
contribute to the health of children, youth, adults, 
and seniors.
-Parks and protected public lands are proven to 
improve water quality, protect groundwater, 
prevent flooding, improve the quality of the air we 
breathe, provide vegetative buffers to 
development, produce habitat for wildlife, and 
provide a place for children and families to 
connect with nature and recreate outdoors 
together.
-Parks are a tangible reflection of the quality of 
life in a community. They provide identity for 
citizens and are a major factor in the perception of 
quality of life in a given community. 
(source: National Recreation and Parks Assn)
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construct. By exposing various diverging narratives on cleanliness and sanitation in MacArthur Park, the 
fotonovela problematizes a singular conception of sanitation and allows the reader to reenvision the park 
as a space of community, while also contemplating future utilities improvements.
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On May 25, 2019, city officials 
and volunteers cleaned up 
MacArthur Park for National 
Public Works Week.

Why Parks & Rec are Essential Public Services  
-Parks are the places that people go to get healthy 
and stay fit.
-Parks and recreation programs and services 
contribute to the health of children, youth, adults, 
and seniors.
-Parks and protected public lands are proven to 
improve water quality, protect groundwater, 
prevent flooding, improve the quality of the air we 
breathe, provide vegetative buffers to 
development, produce habitat for wildlife, and 
provide a place for children and families to 
connect with nature and recreate outdoors 
together.
-Parks are a tangible reflection of the quality of 
life in a community. They provide identity for 
citizens and are a major factor in the perception of 
quality of life in a given community. 
(source: National Recreation and Parks Assn)

Team “Fab 5”
Wesley Wei-Shih Lin, Roya Chagnon, Cristina Vázquez, Clayton McKee, 

and Suzanne Ca�isch
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character expresses a view of MacArthur Park as an unsanitary, unclean place. Expanding from Mary 
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frequents the park to catch �sh for his daily lunch. Elements of magical realism further augment and 
satirize the hysterical ‘park as site of �lth’ narrative. To Mark’s horror, just-emptied trash cans suddenly 
groan under the weight of garbage over�ow. A pile of needles tumbles out of a bathroom stall, eliciting 
his shock and disgust. Then again, the fantasy only stretches so far: Mark’s encounter with a �oating 
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